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Rubio in Mumbai and Jamnagar: Indian
diplomacy moves beyond Lutyens’ Delhi

Newborn's body found on
Narol-Naroda Highway

Ahmedabad
The body of a newborn

baby was found in the Kharikat
canal leading to Gorna Kuva
from the express highway
near Narol-Naroda National
Highway No. 8 in the city,
creating panic in the entire
area. On learning about the
incident, a crowd of local
citizens gathered near the
canal. The fire brigade team
was informed and
immediately reached the spot.
The police were informed
about this matter. The police
have sent the body for
postmortem and are
conducting further
investigation into the matter.
The umbilical cord was also
attached to the body. The body

of a newborn baby, about two
days old, was found in the
Kharicut canal in the canal
leading to Gorna Kuva on the
Narol-Naroda Highway. Locals
immediately informed the
police and fire brigade about
this matter. The body was
taken out by the fire brigade.
It was also found that the
umbilical cord was attached to
the body. Following this
incident, there is a suspicion
that the girl was thrown into
the canal after her birth.
However, the exact reason
behind the girl's death and the
fact about who threw her into
the canal will be clear only
after the police investigation.
The police have started an
investigation into this matter.

US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio’s aircraft touched
down in Mumbai on Tuesday,
and after spending a day
there, he is headed straight to
the Reliance refinery complex
in Jamnagar. This confirms a
major shift in how the world
engages with the
subcontinent.

Rubio bypassed Lutyens’
Delhi with a mandate aimed
at India’s regional economic
engines. Pointing to the
shifting tides of bilateral
engagement, Rubio recently
stated point-blank, “We’re
trying to finalise a trade deal

with India right now. We’re
very close to doing that.” With
US Ambassador to India
Sergio Gor signalling that “Big
Things” are on the horizon,
this itinerary proves that, for
Washington, expediting a
long-awaited bilateral trade
deal requires breaking bread
where the actual capital is
deployed.

Finalising tariffs, energy
agreements, and technology
partnerships no longer relies
solely on federal bureaucracy.
It requires direct dialogue with
regional power centres driving
production.

Diplomacy in India is
decentralising. It is
transit ioning from the
corridors of power in the
Union capital to various state
capitals. Each state
government is showcasing its
potential as an investment
destination. This is new-age
diplomacy at work, driven by
the economic weight of India's
states. This institutional pivot
did not happen overnight. This
shift began when global
leaders recognised the
diplomatic value of tech hubs
over tradit ional venues.
Vladimir Putin’s stop at
Bangalore’s Infosys campus
essentially turned a corporate
headquarters into a venue for
international relationship-
building. Fast forward to the
present, and this playbook has
become practically mandatory
for European leadership

When German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz touched down in
India in 2023, he headed to
Bengaluru. The agenda: a
business meeting with
innovators at SAP Labs. Scholz
hailed Bengaluru as a
showcase of global innovation.
He then emphasised that
Germany could "benefit
greatly from the exchange" of
India's high-tech specialists.
The sentiment has only
strengthened in recent years.
Earlier this year, his successor,
Friedrich Merz, followed suit
and made Bengaluru and
Ahmedabad his primary
destinations. The agenda:
engaging with stakeholders in
these cities to further the idea
of innovation. Strategically,

this federal play in diplomacy
is as much an outcome of
global leaders’ urge to see
India beyond New Delhi as it
is an idea proactively
choreographed by the central
leadership itself. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has

actively used India’s diverse
geography for diplomacy to
yield a new genre of
geopolitical intimacy. He has
pivoted away from Delhi to lay
bare the nation's true
economic potential residing in
its states. This has come to

be globally recognised as a
defining statement of sub-
nationalism evolving into
official statecraft. In 2014, the
Prime Minister hosted Chinese
President Xi Jinping on the
banks of the Sabarmati in
Ahmedabad, Gujarat,
swapping the predictable,
sterile environment of
Hyderabad House for a
cultural immersion along the
riverfront.


